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Principalôs Pen 

 
MCT2 testing will be upon us before we 

know it. The dates are May 11-13. We are 

convinced that Clarkdale Elementary School 

should be one of the best schools in our 

state. For that to happen, we have a lot of 

work to do. We have employed several 

strategies to help our students excel 

including three intervention teachers, the 

Math Challenge, Reading Counts, and a 

school wide testing program. You can help 

by making sure your child puts sufficient 

effort into his or her homework. 

Additionally, the date for parent/teacher 

conferences is soon approaching. The exact 

date has not been determined, but we will let 

you know as soon as we get it. We 

encourage you to closely monitor your 

childôs academic progress. You can 

conference with teachers on virtually any 

day. We do need you to call ahead to make 

an appointment. The number is 

601.693.4463.  

 

The following students recently passed the 

Clarkdale Math Challenge. 111 students 

have passed already, which is far ahead of 

last year. A few students passed with a one 

hundred, which is very difficult. Those 

students are noted below. Congratulations to 

all of them! 

 

 

First Grade 

Gabby Rowell 

Garrett Wakefield 

Kaleb Whitehead (100) 

Jonathan Helton (100) 

Lydia Hutchinson 

Hailey Freeman 

 

Second Grade 

Nealy Gilmore 

Julie Griffith 

Tripp Freeman 

Tanner Parker 

Avery Croft 

Lucas Vanderburg (100) 

Kayann Matlock 

Payton Taylor 

Aaliyah Thomas 

Jared Waddell 

Karis Mason 

Kyle Joiner 

Reagan Jay 

Star Scott 

Hope Williams 

Matt LeBlanc 

Jillian Goodman 

 

Third Grade  

Ishan Patel 

Jade Wilson 

Katelyn Vanderburg 

Sam Barham 

Max Robinson 

Trey Beech 

 

Fourth Grade 

Logan Yarbrough 

Zach Brewster 

Katie Boman 

Cortney White 



Kaden Jones (100) 

Kamden Yates 

Griffin Cheatham 

Courtney Tuggle 

Tyler Fant 

Skylar Spears 

Trace Wilkins 

Paxton Myers 

Jonah Davidson 

Paxton Duke 

ReAnn Chatham 

Falon Jay 

Mikayla Roberts 

Baylie Eastman 

Eagan Tighlman 

Lexie Duvall 

Brooke Dominici 

Justin Stephens 

Trey Huffmaster 

Hunter Vick 

Natalie Jadzinski 

Emily James 

Holly Dennis 

Carson Miller 

Reggie Pech 

Tanasia Stennis 

Jade Harrison 

McKenzie Barham 

Jordan Harbour 

Chris Rainer 

Cody Bonner 

Sam Johnson 

Candy Moulds 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
Feb.   8 Progress reports 

Feb.   9 District Reading Fair @ 

             Clarkdale 

Feb. 15 Presidentsô Day Holiday 

Feb. 18 LCSD Board Meeting 

Feb. 26- Mar. 8 Book Fair 

 

 

Popeôs Pre-K 

 
Happy New Year!  Pre-K has 

started off the New Year 

great, learning, new letters 

and sight words. 

 

Our theme has been "The Construction 

Zone."  We have read stories about building 

roads, bridges, and houses.  

 

Pre-K also went to see Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory at MLT. They enjoyed 

the production very much! 

 

 

Kindergarten Korner  

 
We have had a very busy January!  The 

children enjoyed seeing Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory and High School Musical 

II.  Of course, McDonaldôs was a hit! 

 

Now that we have started the new semester, 

expectations for behavior and work are high.  

Please encourage your child to do his/her 

best.  We are really focusing hard on our 

sight word list.  Please review your word list 

nightly. Please contact your childôs teacher 

for the list. 

 

We would like to welcome Lynn Holliman, 

an MSU student teacher. Mrs. Holliman is 

with Mrs. Hamilton this semester. 

 
Our first weeks of Reading Counts have 

been great!!  Please continue to read aloud 

your childôs library book. Remember your 

child must receive 20 points to go on the 

Reading Counts Field Trip. 

 

 



First Grade Puppy Bites 

 
Second semester is now in full swing.  In 

January the students were treated to a couple 

of great field trips.  Charlie and The 

Chocolate Factory was held at the Meridian 

Little Theater, and High School Musical was 

presented at MCC. 

 

 During February in Reading/Language Arts, 

first grade studies will focus on long vowels 

o and u, vowel pairs ee, ea, ai, ay, and final 

clusters ft, lk, and nt.  In Math, we will be 

working on numbers through 100, grouping 

sets of 10 and ones, and the use of symbols 

to compare numbers. 

 

 Don't forget President's Day will be 

observed Monday, February 15.  The days 

are getting longer, and that means spring is 

not far away.  We'll have to wait and see 

what the Groundhog predicts. 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Second Grade 

 
Second graders enjoyed their time off for the 

holidays.  We are glad to be back at school 

and we are ready to learn.  In reading we are 

working on the unit called Amazing 

Animals.  Skills we are working on are 

drawing conclusions, r controlled vowels, 

main idea, possessive nouns, and 

summarizing.  In math we are working on 

adding two and three digit numbers with 

regrouping.  Then we will move to 

subtraction. 

 

On January 14 we went to the Meridian little 

Theatre to see Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory.  It was great!  We enjoyed seeing 

some of our fellow students performing. 

 When we returned to school, we wrote and 

drew pictures about our favorite parts of the 

play. 

 

On February 12 we will have 

our Valentine's Day parties. 

 Each teacher will send home information 

about her class's party.  

 

Also, on February 15 we will be out of 

school for Presidents' Day. 

 

REMEMBER: 100 points are required in 

Reading Counts by mid-April to be eligible 

for the reward field trip.  Keep reading!! 

 

 

 

Thrilling Third Grade  

 
Time is flying by for third graders.  We so 

enjoyed going to see Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory and High School  

Musical 2 during January.  Congratulations 

to all the Clarkdale students (and others) that 

were in the Meridian Little Theatre 

production.  You did a tremendous job.  We 

are thankful for the Meridian Little Theatre 

and all they do for our community.  As usual 

our faculty and students who participated in 

High School Musical 2 did an outstanding 

job, and we are super proud of you.  Thanks 

to Mrs. Bozeman and all faculty members 

and students who participated.  We really 

enjoyed it.   



It is crunch time for us as we continue to 

work hard on our MCT2 practice.  We have 

been studying adjectives, adverbs, main 

idea, multiplication, division, story 

problems, rocks, and volcanoes, and 

earthquakes.  Parents, please go over 

homework carefully to make sure your 

children understand the concepts. We are 

looking forward to Valentine parties on 

February 12.   

 

 

Fabulous Fourth Grade 

The holidays were a wonderful time for us 

to relax and enjoy some time off!   Fourth 

graders are back into the daily routine and 

are working hard on many skills.  In math 

this nine weeks, we will cover MANY 

skills:  division with two-digit divisors, 

fractions, decimals, and measurement skills.  

Fourth graders are also gearingup for the 

Mississippi State Writing Assessment which 

will be given on March 10.  We are 

continuing to work on becoming better 

writers.   

On March 5, we will be joining the Meridian 

Symphony Orchestra to participate in the 

ñLink-Up!ò program.  If your child wishes 

to use a recorder from an older sibling who 

has previously participated in the program, 

you will only need to cover the cost of the 

ticket ($5).  If you are purchasing a recorder 

in addition to the ticket, the total is $10. This 

needs to be turned in to your childôs 

homeroom teacher as soon as possible.  

We wish to extend a warm welcome to our 

student interns, Mr. Paul Queen and Mrs. 

Ashley McLeod, who will be with us this 

semester.  They are a wonderful addition to 

our classroom, and we are happy to have 

them with us! 

Fifth Grade News 

 Mrs. Heardôs math class is exploring 

fractions and measurements.   

 Mrs. Fantôs language arts class is 

reading Tuck Everlasting by Natalie 

Babbitt and studying pronouns.   

 Mrs. Gibsonôs science/social studies 

class is reviewing skills for MCT 

science test.   

 MCT science test is scheduled for 

March 3.  

 

Sixth Grade News 

 
School Spelling Bee: Friday, Jan. 29 at 9:00 

(3
rd

-8
th
 graders) Parents invited! 

 

Reading Counts Reward!! For all of those 

who have met the RC goal for the mid-year 

mark, we will be going toBonita Lakes Mall 

to eat lunch and see ñThe Lightning Thief.ò 

This will be on Feb. 12.  Watch for more 

information to come. 

 

 

Art QUEST Expressions 

 
Second grade students have been doing 

projects this month that go along with this 

COLD weather we've been having!  Their 

first project was called "Cool Colors 

Snowman." Students learned about the 

technique of decoupage.  Students also 

learned about the element of art, and color 

and focused on cool colors.  Students 

learned about the mood and feeling 

associated with cool colors.  Now, students 

are working on a project called "Cardinals in 



a Snow Storm."  Students learned about how 

cardinals are similar to/different from other 

birds.  They are using the elements of art 

shape, texture, and space to paint beautiful 

cardinals on a snowy branch. 

  

Third graders started this month by learning 

a very cool technique...how to marblize 

paper.  Students got to create a marblized 

paper silhouette.  3 graders are now working 

on their weaving projects. Students learned 

about how weaving is a major part of the 

Navajo Indian culture. Students also learned 

weaving techniques such as weaving in a 

pattern and weaving shapes into their 

design, such as squares. 

 

Fourth graders are finishing up their 

architecture house reliefs.  These turned out 

very beautiful.  Next, they will work on their 

fine art painting for the year.  Students will 

paint "The Chair" by Vincent Van Gogh. 

These will definitely be something that 

parents will want to get framed and keep 

forever. 

 

Fifth graders learned about the technique of 

paper batik.  Students drew beautiful 

drawings with crayon, wrinkled them up, 

and painted over them with acrylic paint. 

The result was a beautiful antique effect.  It 

made the drawings appear as if they were 

100 years old!  Students really enjoyed this 

project. 

 

Sixth graders also completed their fine art 

painting for the year.  They painted 

"Wheatfield with Cypresses" by Vincent van 

Gogh.  These are also something that parents 

will want to keep for years.  Next, students 

will begin learning about the Medieval times 

and create their own Medieval castle.               

 

Reanna Mathis, Art QUEST Teacher 

 

Adventures in Art  

 
We have been busy in art learning about 

collage and how to put different materials 

together to create a piece of art.  The 

students did this by taking pieces of wall 

paper with different patterns and textures 

and creating beautiful creations to call their 

own.  We also did sea creatures with 

watercolor.  The children came up with 

some fun ocean-life such as green and pink 

striped jellyfish and whimsical mermaids 

and even a few creatures that lurk down 

deep in the oceanôs bottom that human eyes 

have yet to see.  We are now starting a unit 

on Paul Klee where we will learn about his 

life and art.  Keep warm and thanks for 

sharing your precious children. 

 

Dawn Booker, Art Teacher 

 

 

Clarkdale Music Makers 

 
Can you believe we are already into the 

second month of the New Year?  We are 

taking things a little easier in music after a 

very busy first semester.  We are working on 

our skip counting that Mr. Lisenbe wanted 

us to do.  We are back into our movements 

and doing various activities.  We will be 

learning a song ñWhy Music?ò  This song 

tells how music helps students make better 

grades and helps them perform better on 

standardized test.  Music can improve 

social-skills and enhance brain function and 

much more.  Maybe we will sing it for you 

sometime. 

 

Thanks to all of you who came to our 

ñChristmas at Clarkdale.ò  Thanks to those 

who made bids on baskets and came to eat 

pancakes with us.  Thanks especially to all 

of you who came and supported our ñForty 



Winks to Christmasò program.  It was over- 

whelming to see such great support.  I was 

so proud of all the students and their 

participation in the program.  I am so sorry 

for those of you who had to stand for the 

program.  We 

are looking 

into how we 

can change 

things so that 

there will be 

seating for 

everyone. 

 

Fourth graders 

are beginning 

to work with 

their recorder 

and will be 

bringing them home for practice. (Please be 

patient with them.)  Our money for tickets to 

the Riley Center will be due soon, so if you 

havenôt sent money for a ticket they are 

$5.00.  Everyone who attends this year will 

have to pay for a ticket.  The Link-Up date 

is March 5, 2010. 

 

Thanks again for your continued support of 

our music program. 

 

Sincerely, 

LaNeta Henson, Pre-K-4 Music 

 

 

Library News 

 
The District Reading Fair will be held on 

February 9, 2010, at Clarkdale.  We are very 

excited about this and we have several 

Clarkdale students that will be participating 

in the fair.   

 

The Spring Book Fair will begin on 

February 26 and will run through March 8. 

 If anyone is interested in volunteering 

during the fair, please contact me @ 601-

485-9223.   

The deadline for all Reading Counts points 

will be April 30.  Keep on reading so you 

will reach your goal and get to participate in 

the Reading Counts Field Trips.  2nd-4th 

grade will go to Dixie Bowl Lanes and 

Bonita Lakes Mall for lunch on May 17. 

 K-1st will go to Bonita Lakes Playground 

where lunch will be provided for them. They 

will also get a chance to buy a snowball 

from SnoBiz.  K-1 trip will be on May 19. I 

would like to thank everyone that supports 

our book fairs which make these field trips 

possible. 

 

Thank you, 

Linda Felton 

 

 

                Science Fair 
 

The Clarkdale Science Fair was 

held on January 21, 2010. 

 The students entered 

wonderful projects.  The 

winners were: 

 

Class I, Earth and Space--Anne Marie 

Talley, Third Place 

 

Class II, Physics--Sam Johnson, Second 

Place; Seth Dunn and Lexie Duvalle, 

Honorable Mention 

 

Class II, Medicine and Health--Brandon 

Martin, Second Place; Hannah Quigley, 

First Place 

 

Class II, Chemistry-- Ashley McCloud, 

Third Place; Paxton Myers, Second Place 

and Marlee Martin, First Place 

 

Class II, Mathematics-- Meri Beth Hales, 



Second Place 

Class II, Engineering-- Griffin O'Regan, 

Third Place 

Class II, Earth and Space--Daetreeona 

Johnson, Honorable Mention 

 

Best of Fair:  Marlee Martin 

 

All first, second, and third place winners are 

eligible to compete in the regional fair in 

Starkville on March 11, 2010. 

 

QUEST News 

 
Congratulations to the Quest Students of the 

Quarter for the second nine weeks. 

 

Second Grade:  Maggie Harris 

Third Grade:  Lexie Rawson 

Fourth Grade:  Emma Biddles and  

                        Easton Rainer 

Fifth Grade:  Hannah Lee 

Sixth Grade:  Kaylan Fisher 

 

Renee Snowden 

 

 

PTO News 

 
2009 was a great year for PTO.  The 

children worked very hard making 

the Cookie Dough Fundraiser a success. 

We had several top sellers, winning cash 

prizes ranging from $25.00 up to $100.00.  

In addition to these students receiving cash 

awards, they, along with several other 

students, were treated to a pizza party.  This 

was no ordinary pizza party; this was "Red 

Carpet" pizza party.  The students who sold 

at least $250.00 worth of products were 

treated to a pizza party on Wednesday, 

December 9, 2009.  Each student was 

photographed as he/she loaded a white 

Hummer Limousine.  The trip was a great 

event for our children and one I am 

sure they will not soon forget.  I would like 

to thank Mrs. Susan White and also Mr. 

John Lisenbe for graciously agreeing to help 

out with this event.  In addition to enjoying 

the "nice, quiet" ride into town, they also 

assisted in helping to ensure that each child 

had what he/she needed and then some!  

Thanks so much to you both!! 

 

As you all know, we had to reschedule our 

Fall Festival last year due to weather 

conditions.  We have a new date of 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 to have our PTO 

Spring Festival!!  We will be allowed to 

have this event on the football field-Yeah!!  

There will be something for everyone to 

enjoy, so plan on this and mark your 

calendars now.  PTO will have more 

information to send out soon!   

  

Valentineôs Day is approaching!! 

PTO will once again be 

offering great gift items for you 

to purchase. Please be watching 

for more information to be coming your way 

soon!! This has always and will continue to 

be a fun-filled time for both PTO and our 

children here at Clarkdale.  We look forward 

to offering options that are to sure to please 

all.  

  

Please continue to send in your box tops and 

soup labels.  Thanks again to Mrs. Joni 

Miller for heading up this task. 

  

PTO would like to also thank the parents, 

teachers, and administration that continue to 

give support.  Without all of you, there is no 

PTO.  Our children deserve the best we 

can offer, and it is through you that this is 

possible. 

    

Thanks to all, 

Melissa Thomas, PTO/President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


